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ignorant that in this desire James was encouraged not only by the
moderate English Protestants, but also by his Scotch favourites,
whose national predilection led them, as it had so often led
their ancestors, to look with favour upon an alliance with France.
Those who have derived their ideas of Sarmiento from the
idle stories which were a few years later so readily accepted
by the credulous multitude, and which have found
sionersof their way into every history of the reign, will no doubt
Spain" imagine that he was occupied during this period of
inaction in winning over to his side, with offers of pensions and
rewards, all whose influence might hereafter be of use to him.
The truth is that no ambassador of the day was so little dis-
posed to profusion as Sarmiento. The tales of the floods of
Spanish gold which were popularly supposed to be flowing at
regular intervals into the pockets of every Englishman worth
buying, if not quite as imaginary as the stories of Pitt's English
gold, which still find their place in French histories of the Great
Revolution, 'have but slight support in actually existing facts.
When Sarmiento arrived in England, there were only four sur-
vivors out of the seven who had been placed upon the pension
list shortly after the signature of the Peace of London. ] These
four, the Earl of Northampton and Lady Suffolk, Sir William
Monson, the admiral of the narrow seas, and Mrs. Drummond,
the first lady of the bedchamber to the Queen, continued, as a
matter of course, to draw their annual stipends. But Sarmiento
as yet made no proposal for increasing their number. He no
doubt knew perfectly well that if he could gain the King he
had gained everything, and that, excepting in some special
cases, as long as he could find his way to the ear of James, the
assistance of venal courtiers would be perfectly worthless. The
good offices of the Catholics and of those who were anxious tc
become Catholics, were secured to him already.

Amongst those of whose assistance he never doubted was
the Queen.    The influence which  Anne exercised
e ^u-en.                 husband was not great, but whatever it was

she was sure to use it on behalf of Spain.    Mrs. Drummond,
1 See Vol. I. p4 214.